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Much more Aas He all ſuch cre 5 is n = © ts eg . 
For our ſelves, as far as we can un and y efirts, we tl 105 | 4 
in three Partfevlars. char our muſt 3 theirs. Firſt, Tn givi ing 4 * 
thoughts of the defis za ths r ndly, In tellin you our t —— vo 
diele and cure more par And Laſtly, In offering you our e 
dence for the time to come, ſor W contributing our utmoſt: | the c work 
x. And ſor the Firſt, There's lije neegtull rq be ſaid. The goth 
denaly bear the name of the Prince of Pee, and anſwer the age 
pell, and the workings of his Spirit in all his Saints, and is ſo heppily : 
his intereſt and to the wellfare of his Shurch, that it pleads ſu A ir e 
and needeth not the Teſtimony.of ſuch as we. So bleſſed a thing i ad: 
Holy Peace among the Members of the Pody of Chriſt, that the Enemies 
ators of it do 2 to it, and. none are ſound that oppoſeir prof 25 y-for 
ſel they all flatter it while they fight apaifft it, and betray it with ak 
ſm le ou it While they are W of it, and Si it with the high 
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20. Peace muſt be followed (and not only accepted of when offered) as well as 

holineſs, Heb.12.14. And that with all men ifir be palſible; and as much as lieth 

in us, Rom, 1 2. 18. 1 Theſ.5, 13. The weak in Faich muſt be received, bur uot to 

doubtfull Diſputations, Rom. 1 4.1. And the ſtrong muſt tolerate their infirmities, 

not eee but cheir neighbours far their Edification, Rom. 55. 121 
o 


The lightof a multitude of ſuch paſſages of Scripture doth ſhine ſo bright in the 
faces of the unpeacęable, that they were not able to ſtand before them, if they 
drew net the veyle ꝓf a zeal for pretended truth over the face of their: moſt 
unchartiable Practices. But the ſelf-appropiated Title of orthodex, and the ſtrain- 
ing of Heter dex odious couſequents, their Brethrens words, will prove bar 
inſufficient Fig-leaves to cover the nakedneſs of uncharitahia dividers When the 
Lord of Peace ſhall ſearch and judge them. Go on dear Brother, and if Sacan 
ſhould have leave to hinder your ſucceſs, yet live and dye in this Bleſſed work, 
and if you have not more eomfort at laſt, in the revenue of theſe your pacificato- 
ry labours, then ſelf-conceited dividers ſhall have in their uncharitable waies, 
then muſt we confeſs that we were ſtrangers to the will and wales of Chriſt. The 
wiſdome that is from above i farſt pure, then peaceable, gentle,cafte to he intrea- 
ted: and the fruite of xis by Peace · makers ſow in Peace : but the 
wiſdome that cherichech | and ſſxiſe deſcendeth not from above, but is 
earthly,ſenſuall, or naturall) and devilliſh : For here envying and ſtrife is, 
(though piery an lox Doctrine — )yer there is conſuſion (or 
tumultuouſneſs and every cvill work; and therefore in ding to befriend the 
truth, they do gory in vain and lye againſi the truth, and iggleed know nc t 
what Spiritthey are of, Jam. 3.17, 18. C 16. 15,14. e 
ne, XX. And for the ſecond Point, The healing of our wounds! Oh that we could 
* ſurely accompliſh it, as we can all tell hat meuns are neceſſat y thereunts. Our 
Vorl is not to precure a Communion between the viſible Members of Chriſt and 
of Saran, nor a Syneretiſme with any char hold not all that is eſſentiall to Chrł. 
MY ſtianiry, or that deny any point of abſolute neeeſſity to Salvation; nor yet 10 
draw any to partieipate wich the trueſt Church or Saint in any of their Sins: 
Lor yet is it our preſent buſineſi to changs mens minds from 1nfidelicy or — 
5 oS > r rene 


88." 


F f our CommUaiongnor | | 
the diflering Opinions ef cha Churches, w. thing dur wecannog RA 
at preſent + Bur our work in n theſe three: particulars” Firſt, Te bring the 
true Churches of Chriſt to underſtand each other to be true Chiirehes./ Second. 
ly, To procure that internal Charity which true Chriſtians ſhould fiavero of 
another. Thirdly , Te procure that externall manifeſtarion of this Charity, - 
which is their duty, or ſe much at leaſt as is neceſſary to dur comin! fafery,and 
the Propagation of that truth which allprofeſs.. And ſor che iſtoftheſe{ which = 
the reſt depend upon) Whar can we require more of one mother, then « Profet- 
ſion of the Chriſtian Faith; That which wy require to prove à fingle perſon it to 
be a Member ofthe Church, i; it that we muſt require of hole Churches, and 
with which we muſt be ſatisfied ; which can he norhing but a proſeſſion 9 
Chriſtianity, not nullified by contradictory profeſſions or practices. And t hope we 
are before this agreed hne Chriſtianiry is, and what ave the Eſſentials of t 
Faith. All theſe Eſſentials we do all profeſs; We all prefels to believe rhe Acc · 
cles of Faith contained in the Crèxd aui Conſeſſions of the Ghurches,, by \ 

Teſt ſoever a Chriſtian or 4 Church w known for mai ndred Years ae 
Chriſt, ¶ till Papiſts and Hereticks enlarged or depraved the Creeds, ) by the ai 

do we all offer our ſelves to be rryed , and may eaſily be known to he proſe 
Chriſtians, and (being united with our -Paſtors for holy Communion, ) td 
true Churches of Chriſt. We all rake the holy Seriptures for the Rule of our 
Faith and Lives, and believe it to be the infallible Word of God. In this Scripe * 
ture all che Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, (and the Integtats too,) ra ng!» 
preſſed. This rule is Divine, and ſo our Faith i; Dine. Had we but a 
manc Rule, we could have but a humane Faith; If any woutd know our Relig- 
on, a hither _ _ tend Done Confeſſwons _ w lacisfic men, nahe 
underftanding the ſenſe ot paſſages of Scripture: An are written Ac bg. 
to the:Occafions of their writing , and therefore with Diverſity (though wi 
contrarie ty in any necceſſury pc int, atleaſt ſpeakmg moſt ro the Points thic cus 
rentions call us to ſpeak moſt to, we make none of our Confeffions the Rule 
our Faith. Nor do we take any thing in them to he infallible and unalterable, 
further then it agreech with the Scriprure, which is our Rule. It hath been the 
running deſign of the Papiſts ( Vr in conventu Thorumi & ſæpiſime; to dra 
to own ſome other Teſt of our Religion : and then they chink they may fre 
diſpute againſt it, and charge it with falſnty, novelty, t. which they d, rel 
charge on the Word of God: And they think by this to ſerus altogether by 
Ears, while one is for one Confeffion and others fbr another; Whereas im th 
Scripture we are United. 6 2 


* 


par ting ſrom the Antient ſimplicity of Faith , and alto from the ſufficieneꝝy ofthe 
holy Scriptureg to be the Ruleand Teſt bf our Faith : And till we return to 


The great cauſe of our ufcharitable cenſures and divifions, hath been our. de 


Scripture ſufficiency, and antient ſimplicity, there is no hope of the antient Chal 
an Unity and Charity, while proud men muſt thruſt their own Opinions ino 


Churches Creed, or un- Church all that hold not ſach Opinions; our veare old 
them muſt be by calming them,, and bringing them to themſelves, and bearin 15 
far as may be with their infirmity ,.. but not by doing as they do, in lacerazing 
the Churches. | 


We know it is here objected by che Papiſts and tod many- more, thatgalh 
Here ticks will ſubſcribe to all that is in the 
d what's the conſequent, 
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Scriptures , while they miſin erpes 
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to correR ſac might not niake neW Conſe 

. Laws when ever wicked men will mifmrerpeet or violate the did 
perfecteſt Law mn de broken, and the per on 
we conclude ther eſore, that all that ſubſcri | ly 
larly ro all contained in the Antient Creeds of the Ch 
Prayer md Decalogue, do make fo full a Profeſſion © 
may reject them, tilt me intonfifient cout 
deed they hold not what th oO CO ITE, OS; 

And yet wedeny not, but to teten the People, to dire ct young Miniſters, to 

ſtop the mont of ſlanderous adverfaries , the Conſeſſtens of the Churches ate 
vſefull and to be appraved. And ex ab,: anti to cure the jealouſies of diſſeaſed 


mindes, we are all geady in every Proteſtatie Church to give men a full accouns of 


Scriptures the Rule of6dr Faith, and the Teſt of our Religion, and that 
that is eoneained i our ſeverall Confeffions is not Effenciall to a-Chriſtian or a 


our Faith, in plain 4 due with this Proceſiation, rhut caly the holy 


Charechz ner will we Juſtifieercry Term or. Method of theſe Confeltions, 28 
perſect Ae; bu as we arc certain in the Eſſentials and orher points 

that are plain in Seriprure, fo for the leſſer dark points, we are ready to alter any 

thing of them that abe proved contrary to the Scripture which is our Rule. 

The 39 Articles were lately the Confef ea of our Churches here d England, 
but no becaeſe of too or three Auricles for Ceremonies and Preluey , this Con- 
ſeſon laid by 3 5 —— any. And what! have we therefore 
changed our Religion, ar are the Churches in Kg, other ching and of no- 
ther Frith. No ſack matter. Who will affirm it, that knows har Chriſtiani- 
ty is? We have rhe ſame Chrift, and the ſame Rule of Faith and Teſt of our Re- 
gion Hf] , and hold the ſame Doctrine which thoſe Articles expreſs, though 
we be not ull of a'mind in Ceremonies. - A Papiſt, Polydore Virgil, truly ſaith of 
the Proteſtants, that they are therefore called, Evangelici quod baud ullam aſſeue- 
rent 7 rr pertineat, niſi quam Chriſtus 
aut A eu De went. Rey. I. 8. c-4. P. 410. By che great mercy of 
Cod we are ill greed in the aumoriey and veriry of the Seri „ und thats 
enough in point of Proſeſſia, to prove us to he of a ſound belief : but if we 
think to centre in any Confeſſions that are nor plainly thence extracted, we at- 

rempc a cult and needleſs work. Nothing theſore can be pretended againſt 
our Faich; { nds = nd and unqueſtoned ) unleſs it be thar e nul - 
lifie this Profedfion by cou dtiens, and beheve not the Seripture while we 
think we do beheve ir; hut they that will condemn any C on ſuch an ac- 
cuſation, muſt fitſt produce their prooſe, which muſt not be from the words 
of a fingle perſon, which none are reſponſable. for but himſelf, but it muſt be 
the words ofthe Church it ſelſe, which they condemn , and it muſt not be from 
forced; feigned; or undiſvernd conſequences, white the Church doth expreſly 
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Such a connexion is there between · Theologicall Verities, that if no man wN. 
a true believer that holdeth any thing conſequentially inconſiſtent. with an Ar- 
ticle of Faith, it would be hard to find a believer in the world. Secondly, 
They myſt in reaſon admoniſh the accuſed Church , and hear them ſpeak far 
themſelves , and not reject them till after the firſt and ſecond Admonition' , or · 
dinarily; But if all the enemies of the Proteſtant Churches at Rome , or Hell, 
ſhould bring forth their evidence to prove them void of the Chriſtian Belief: ( ſor 
we are loath to ſuppoſe that there are any ſuch accuſers among themſelv 


they would all ſhame themſelves, and leave the Churches in po Mſſion of their 


Faith kr can as eaſily prove that we are Chriſtians,as the Romanifts can thatthey 
are Papiſts. | 

1 for our ſecond work( to procure mutuall Charity among the Churches,) 
This is the work of grace which we may and mbſt periwade men to, and leave 
the bleſſing to the Lord. But we muſt needs ſay, that one of the greateſt cauſes 
of our diviſions, is the admitting of leſs unſanctified men into the Sacred 
Miniſtry 3 who being meer Opinioniſts in Religion, and void of that render love 
to the Brethren, which is the Character of true Chriftians, are eaſily carried 
for the ſake of their Opinions, to condemn and vilific their Brethren, and 
tear and tread down the Churches of Chriſt : Whereas if they had ever known 
themſelves, they would have been more compaſſionate to others; and would be 
1o jealous of their frail underſtandings as to be afraid leaſt they condemn them- 


ſelves, by the terms on which they condemn their Brethren : And if ever they 


had been poſſeſſed of the Spirit of Chriſt, they would have of to 
love the Brethren : and withall they would have underſtood, that denying 3 
to be Brethren, will prove a poor excuſe for their uncharitableneſs. K. 
And for the third point (of Externall manifeſtation of this charity) we con- 
ceive that m theſe ſeverall waies, its to be done. ; 'F 


1 
Firſt, If perſons of different Judgments in, leſſer Controverſies, de livencars 


together in the ſame Towns or Countries; that they ſhould lovingly joyn roge+ 
ther in the ſame holy Aſſemblies for the worthiping of God. 74 


Secondly, That if any profeſſing the ſubſtance of Chriſtianity; dare not Jorm 
* 


for fear of ſin, in the uſe of any Ceremony or Doctrine which they are agai 


they ſhould not thereupon be uſed uncharitably, but have ſuch liberty as is con- | 
ſiſtent with the Peace and Welfare of the Churches and Commonwealth where 


they live. 


Thirdly, That the Churches of ſeverall Nations {that have not oportunity of | 


locall Communion )do cheerfully acknowledg one another for the true Church» 


es of Chriſt, and profeſs Chriſtian love to one another, and a readineſs to aſſiſt each 
other to their power, in the common cauſe. | H 


In ſome, Deare Brother, We conceive that the means moſt uſefull for the ex- 


peditious atteynment of theſe ends are theſe rwo. Firſt, That the Churches iu 


every Nation do in their Synods recognize their own Conſeſſions, and alſo rs : 
ceive the Confeſſions of other Churches; and havingęonſidered of hoth, do ſend 


to thoſe Churches, whoſe Communion and friendſhip they deſire, a double me- 


ſage : that is, both an acknowledgment of the truth of thoſe Churches, with 


profeſſion of our Brotherly love to them, . And alſo our deſire of the like © 

Brotherly Charity from them to us. To which end we ſend them the Conse 

ſion of our Faith, In order to this it were to be deſired, that our common Cons: 
; | | ſeſſiom, 
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Creeds of the Chureh; (if dh ad c 
much 


the Eſſentials , and neer adjoyning points of Clyiſtin ch} 
may be, in the very words of Scripture: if this carmor vant of time, 
or concord, then let the preſent Confeſſion of ſich Churches be ſent as it ist 3 
with this proſeſſion, chat only the Word of God is our Rule, and ifany thing ei 
in our Confeſſion be found diſagreeable to that rule, we are n | 3 
underſtand ſo much, te-diſown it and correct ie. If you get but the Churches th 6 2 
to own. each other, and profeſs their Brotherly ove and concord; your work is 
done: ſome ſuch acknowledgment we ſhould all Subſcribe, . G V iber Servants 
of Jeſus Chriſt, repreſenting the Churches of Chriſt in England, + 0 Aﬀemdly at W. 
| rift m EG.) Saxonie, and 
heard of their ſtability in the Chriſt ian. Faith, do heartily own them as the true Churches 
of Cbriſt, and love a our dear Brethren in the , ad tabe it for our duty to 
een inthe common. cayſe,accor- 
ding tour ſeveral! cdpacities and o ies A we earneftly 'deſire.the libe Bro- 
ang fent them our Confeſſion of Faith,and tb, 


or fide Actually, or virtually done already For 
we perceive by the Papers you ſent us, and by the frequent Preſeſſions of many 


Reformed Churches, A they are generally reſolved to own the Churches called 
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Lutherans; and fax Hur parts we take it as a thing that Charitygalloweth us not to 
queſtion (thai in every point we be not of their mindes) So that om one pare 


the work w#done already, and nothing is ebe but a ſolemn manifeſtation f 
it, and un invitation of them to the like Charity Commu nion. 
Secondly , The ſecond part of the work to be done is, that thoſe Churches 
which theſe Brotherly Invitations, ſhall reject any neighbour Churches, 
and refuſe to own them as Brethren,in Communion, may be defired (as we muſt 
do with particular Members) io ſet down in terms, out of their Confeſſions the 
Hereſie or other fin that they charge them with, as the caule of their rejection, 
and hear them ſpeak for themſelyes,beforethey judge them; which if they refuſe, 
ve can proceed no further,bur commit our cauſe to God, as we would do againſt 
the accuſations of any unreaſonable men. But if they performe it, we ſhall, it is 
like, correct ſome phraſes that offend them, and explaine others, and give them ſa- 
tis action 3. Which one would think none ſhould need: when the queſtion is not 
Whether we have any errors | (for ſo have the accuſers, and all men on earth) but, 
{Whether we are true Chriſtians, and Churches of Chrift, } which nothing bur la- 
mentable darkneſs, or ſrowardneſs can cauſe Brethren to deny. The two chieſeſt * 
expedients to ſatis fie, or ſilence all accuſatians would be 1 . 
Firſt, To teduce eur Confeſſions as afereſaid , to Sctiptui e and the Antient 
Creeds, and to Scripture phraſe. 4 
Secondly, And to cauſe ſome judicious moderate men to draw up a diſcourſe - 4 
containing our mutvall agreements, and contracting our differences, and explir. 33 
cating the miſtaken points, and ſhew ing how much of the difference is hut ſeem- - *$ 
ing, how much bur verball, and that the reall are but in leſſer points, Where a dif- — 9 
ference is tollerable and conſiſtent with Chriſtianity and holy Commumion. Some , +, 
of us think it no hard matter to manifeſt the diſagreements that arermoſt odiouſly 
exagitated, to be farre ſmaller then many on bath fides apprehend them. And 
much is done towards this already, by: ſeverall learned Pacificatprs whom} y 
have excited, 5 | : XXX. Having 
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ſociated Miniſters of Worceft® 52 
By us Richard Baxter, Paſſor the Ohurchat 

ſtor of the Church at Bewdh. Thaww Meu, Pat 

Giles Collyer,Paſtor of the Church ar BlackleyGeorge Mopbims, Paſtor ot t 

at Eveſham. Joſeph Trebell, Paſtor of the Church ar.Churgh-Lonch.> ' - 
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Deare Brother. * 3 -Þ 
1 our particular Aſſociations meer: once a” moWerly , 
meeting being but once a quarter, 1 could e ſooner Bi arth 4 Ape 
your Letters. Our Brethren are 'chankfull for yourigreat| Reſpect in Dar 
ting of your Papers concerning fo ſweet and deſlrable 2 Canes 
the Churches.I eonceive the Way that we have here expteſſed will be 3 
che moſt expeditions, namely for the moſt peaceable Churches to begin nd 
to the reſt. Firſt, A Confeſſion of their Faith. (as much as may be in Sen 
phraſe, that it may make no quarcels,) And Secondly, with it ſugh a Profel 
of Brotherhood and Communion, as in the Formela we have exprefiled z 
this be accepted, that we deſite a return of the like from chem. W eu this is da 
the work is done, (ſave only that the Recording this by their & ynods, and In 
proving it by their Princes and Divines muſt help forth the fruirs of ix. IF 
deny this, they muſt he deſited to ſer dowa in theic Atcuſation the gtdſank 
which they deny us their Communion : which when we have rectired,. * 1 
to one but we ſhall, partly by correctiag our Expreſſions which offend a 
2 explaining them, and partly by manifeſting their Miſtakes, give ſame. it 
action. If this way will not do, I think no way will, bur Princes correct ab all 
remperate Divines. We may calmlier thus ſarisfie them by Writings thebP 60 
fuſed debates in great Aſſemb ies, and Lou, or I may not hope to live to lecan AR 
ſembly of all or moſt of the Churches for this work. The Lord direct, g 
then and proſper you in this bleſſed work, Ireſt | blue 
; a Auguft 18th 2 | Tour unworthy Rat "* 
16s 8, 4 * 
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To my Reverend and much Honoured Brother Mr Fohn Dwrey, 'Preach&@1 
8 © - - the Goſpell in LONDON, this deliver. * 
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